Begins:

"Dgar Mr. Gumbs., I wanted to Speak to you on the telephone
concerning the talks we had yesterday and today with the
representatives of St,.,Kitts and Nevis. But I have tpo send you g
written message. I think you will be vVery satisfied with my report,
We have had brisk talks with the Kittitians and the Nevisians

and we are making a pressannouncement about all the talks
immediately. As I have always tried to make Clear, I see myself

as having inherited a binding comnitment fromthe former British
Administration to legislate for the formal separation of Anguilla,
I therefore feel it lmportant to tel] you personally how the
PaSsage on Anguilla reads., It js as follows:

" It was agreed between the Minister of State and the Premier

that formal constitutional processes would be put into effect to
separate Anguilla from the Associated State of the St.Kirrﬂ/ﬁevis/
Anguilla as early as possible in 1980 and to provide for her Status
as a Separate B itish Dependency. This would involve g request
and consent motion under Section 9 of the West Indies Act in the
State's Legislature and consequential legislation b y the British
Government"., You will notice at once that I have not set a precilse
date. Let me explain why, even with the passing of a Resolution
under Section 9 of the West Indjes Act, there still has to be
Parliament ary Legislation he re, and this is my f:‘,3i.J'-""F"i_.ELl]_Tiﬁ.-*.
NO one can forecas C next vear exactil y when the re will be a

sultable occasion for a debate on SKNA., I would not want to promise,
say 31 March and th en have to break my word because of unf oreseen

Parliamenta 'y pressures, But You now have a ca tegorical announ cement
Bl the Constitutional preocesses which willbe pRe=In hand.  This

glves you the aSSurance of Anpguitlais future status which your
Governemtn needs for m @iy reasons, such as the power t O raise

NEw revenue, from sources Such as coins and st amps, hitherto

denied - 20a 1 trus LS Swkie] provide a bj 2 Doost t 0 the ext ernal
iI’l‘t’E‘f—i cment in Courism which ] hear wit N Dleas ure is |1 eoinnsi ne

tO get off the ground. 1 congratulate you on at last achieving
the objective for which Anguillans have been Striving for so long.
With best wishes Nicholas Ridlevy". Ends

[ ]




	letter

